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Good afternoon.  Thank you all for coming.  I will only be offering a 

statement without questions, concerning the active criminal 

investigation, being conducted by the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, 

into the death of Mr. Robert Champion who was a student and band 

member at Florida A&M University.  

 

As you know, earlier today the FAMU President, Dr. James H. Ammons 

spoke during a press conference in Tallahassee to address actions being 

taken by the University.  I, too, want to offer my sincere condolences to 

the family of Robert Champion. 

 

On Saturday, November 19, after the Florida Classic Football game, the 

FAMU band returned to Rosen Plaza Hotel, located at 9700 

International Drive in Orlando.  At 9:46 PM, the Sheriff’s Office 

received an emergency call for service involving a man down.  It was 

later determined that FAMU Drum Major Robert Champion had 

collapsed on a band transport bus. 

 

 

 



Prior to being transported, Mr. Champion was administered CPR by 

another band member.  He was transported to Dr. Phillips Hospital in 

Orlando and was later pronounced deceased by hospital staff at 10:36 

PM. 

 

The Orange County Sheriff’s Office began a death investigation at that 

point.  Since then detectives have traveled to Tallahassee and the 

investigation indicates that “hazing” was involved in the events that 

occurred prior to the 9-1-1 call for assistance.  I will note that under F. 

S. 1006.63 any death that occurs as a result of hazing is a third degree 

felony.  Anyone who participates in such events, can be criminally 

charged. 

 

On Monday, November 21, an autopsy was conducted by Dr. Sara 

Irrgang of the Orange County Medical Examiner’s Office.   The 

preliminary report is inconclusive as to the cause of death and Orange 

County Medical Examiner Dr. Garavaglia indicated additional tests are 

required before a final report can be issued. 

 

At this time the investigation is continuing.  I want to stress that we 

have received the full cooperation of Dr. Ammons and his staff in our 

investigative efforts.  In the next few days or weeks, it will become 

clearer as to whether any criminal charges will be forthcoming.  Our 

goal is to ensure that a complete investigation is done and that justice 

will prevail. 

 

 


