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  AB 2464 – Improving Personal Safety at Stadiums Act 
 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 
This bill seeks to create a list of banned persons for 
those that are convicted of violent felonies at sporting 
events, as well as increase the penalties and fines 
associated with these crimes.  It also creates a reward 
fund to encourage witnesses of these violent acts to 
come forward and aid the police in their 
investigations. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Californians are fortunate to have eighteen 
professional sports franchises that offer ample 
opportunity to catch a game with friends and family.  
However, these games, which have historically been a 
fun, entertaining family experience, have taken a 
violent turn in the last year. It’s hard to forget the 
story of Bryan Stow, a Giants fan savagely beaten at a 
Dodgers game. Stow, a paramedic and father of two, 
was attacked from behind in the Dodger Stadium 
parking lot on March 31, and was in a medically 
induced coma because of the extensive brain damage 
he suffered. His alleged attackers were finally 
apprehended after a long search, due to help from 
members of the public.  
 
These acts of senseless violence are not limited to 
California.  In England, where hooliganism (as it’s 
referred to there) has been a problem for decades, 
they’ve adopted several measures of varying  severity, 
including limiting the sale of alcohol at soccer 
matches to the creation of a banned list, for those 
offenders deemed too violent to attend matches.  In 
Italy, visiting fans cannot purchase blocks of tickets at 
the same time and all flags and banners that incite 
violence are banned.  The Italians have also enacted 
laws to allow the banning of violent offenders from 
soccer matches. These measures and others in Europe 
have proven incredibly effective at curtailing the 
prevalence of violence at professional sporting 
events. 
 
After the senseless shootings of two men at a 49ers-
Raiders game at Candlestick Park, and the beating of a 
fan in a stadium bathroom at that same game, it’s 

 
 
become obvious that we need to take steps to 
protect everyday Californians trying to peacefully 
enjoy a professional game. 
 
WHAT THE BILL DOES? 
 
This bill would give judges the discretion to 
determine that a person convicted of a violent 
felony at a professional sports stadium may be 
excluded from future admittance to 
professional sports stadiums for a period of 
time which corresponds to previous such 
offenses.  This bill would ask that the 
Department of Justice create and maintain a list 
of those banned from attending professional 
sporting events, and post this list on a website. 
Additionally, the bill allows the Courts to assess 
enhanced penalties and fines for those 
convicted of violent acts at professional 
sporting events.  In the hope of preventing such 
violence, the bill also mandates the placement 
of signs and/or other displays as well as 
announcements giving the contact number for 
stadium security in order to report suspicious or 
dangerous activity.  And finally, the bill creates 
The Stadium Violence Reward Fund, to be used 
to provide a reward for those that report a 
violent act at a sporting event resulting in a 
conviction. 

 
SPONSOR:    Author 

 
SUPPORT 
 

STATUS:    Introduced, February 24, 2012 

 

CONTACT:  Denni Harvey, 916-319-2043 

 

Assemblyman Mike Gatto, 43rd Assembly District 

 


