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Principles 
 
1. Conference teams, same region. 
 
 a. Colors.  No more than two conference teams may be assigned to one region.  These two 

teams must not be seeded together in seed Nos. 1-4-5-8-9-12-13-16 or in seed Nos. 2-3-6-
7-10-11-14-15).   

 
 b. Groups of four.  No more than one team from a conference may be seeded in the same 

grouping of four (in line Nos. 1-4 and 13-16) in a region, except when five teams from a 
conference are seeded in the top 16. 

 
2. Separate first three teams from conference.  Assign the first three teams selected from a confe-

rence to separate regions.  
 
3. Balance.  Monitor the calculation of true seed numbers for the top and bottom groupings of four 

and the seed lines of the middle groups, to ensure as much balance as possible.  
 
4. Home courts.  A team may not play on a court where it played more than three regular-season 

games.   
 
5. Sunday assignments.  A team may not be assigned to a Sunday site if it has notified the NCAA 

that it cannot do so for religious reasons. 
 
 
Additional Considerations 
 
1. Moving teams from s-curve seeds.  An institution should not be moved more than one line from 

its true s-curve seed.   
 
2. Top five seeds’ geographic location.  Do not place teams on the first five lines at a potential 

“home-crowd disadvantage” in the first round.  
 
3. Areas of natural interest.  Examine geography for possible switches to place institutions as close 

to home as possible, but within the governing guidelines.  A team moved out of its natural area 
will be placed in the next closest region when possible. 

 
4. Out-of-region assignments.  Examine previous years’ out-of-region assignments to attempt to 

prevent any team or conference from being moved an inordinate number of times. 
 
5. Regular-season rematches.  Review regular-season schedules to avoid rematches in the first three 

rounds to the extent possible.  
 
6. Rematches of previous tournament games.  Examine the past two tournament brackets in an at-

tempt to avoid rematches of previous early-round tournament games, if possible.  
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